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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As to claim 17, it is indefinite because it depends from a canceled claim 16. For 
the purpose examination, claim 17 is treated as if it were to depend from claim 15. 
In addition, the recitation "the communication terminal apparatus" lacks clear 
antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

As to claim 21 , it is nothing but a program which is being claimed. 

As to claim 22, it is rejected for the same reason set forth in claim 21 above 
because it depends from claim 21 . In addition, claim 22 should be used with proper 
language such as "a computer readable medium storing a computer program". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

7. Claims 1-2, 4, 10-11, 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the prior art as admitted by applicant on pages 3-8 (hereinafter 
simply referred to as the admitted prior art) in view of Carsello (US 2004/0218699). 

As to claim 1, the admitted prior art discloses a receiving apparatus, comprising a 
received signal level determination section 1 15 for detecting a power level of a received 
signal (see page 7 of the present specification); the receiving apparatus including a low 
power consumption mode in which the shift to the reception state is determined in 
accordance with whether or not a received signal power level not less than a 
predetermined value is detected by the received signal level determination section (see 
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page 7 of the present specification). The admitted prior art fails to disclose a correlation 
detection section for detecting a correlation between the received signal and a 
predetermined reference signal, and a normal operation mode in which a shift to a 
reception state is determined in accordance with whether or not the correlation is 
detected by the correlation detection section. Carsello discloses a correlation detection 
section for detecting a correlation between the received signal and a predetermined 
reference signal, and a normal operation mode in which a shift to a reception state is 
determined in accordance with whether or not the correlation is detected by the 
correlation detection section (see abstract, paragraph [0048]). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide the 
above teaching of Carsello to the admitted prior art, in order to further prolong the 
battery life. 

Still as to claim 1 , it should be noted that as the admitted prior art is modified with 
Carsello for the reasons as set forth above, the modified admitted prior art would 
comprise two reception standby states; therefore reads on the claimed limitation "the 
receiving apparatus switching between reception standby states as required" as 
claimed. 

As to claim 2, the combination of the admitted prior art and Carsello does 
disclose that shifting to the reception state is made when the correlation detected by the 
correlation detection section has a value not less than a certain value as claimed (see 
Carsello, abstract, paragraph [0048]). The above combination also discloses 
despreading the spread spectrum signal as claimed (see the admitted prior art, page 5). 
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As to claim 4, see the admitted prior art, page 4. 

As to claims 10-11, see the admitted prior art, pages 6-8. 

As to claim 14, see the admitted prior art, page 4. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 3, 5-9, 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claims 3, 5-9, the prior art of record fail to disclose or render obvious that 
the normal operation mode and the low power consumption mode are switched 
between each other in accordance with the power level of the received signal, which 
power level is detected by the received signal level determination section, wherein the 
normal operation mode, the low power consumption mode and the power level of the 
received signal are specified in independent claim 1. 

As to claim 15, the prior art of record fail to disclose or render obvious a terminal 
apparatus as specified in the claim. 

9. Claim 17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

10. Claims 12-13, 18-20 are allowed. 

As to claims 12-13, the prior art of record fail to disclose or render obvious the 
receiving apparatus carrying out a reception standby operation in the normal operation 
mode in a first reception power range in which reception is supposed to be possible but 
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in which the reception is impossible in the low power consumption mode, the receiving 
apparatus carrying out the reception standby operation in the low power consumption 
mode in a second reception power range covering reception power higher than 
reception power covered by the first reception power range, as specified in independent 
claim 12. 

As to claims 18-20, the prior art of record fail to disclose or render obvious 
reception standby states including: a normal operation mode in which a shift to a 
reception state is determined by (a) detecting a power level of a received signal and (b) 
detecting a correlation between the received signal and a predetermined reference 
signal; and a low power consumption mode in which the correlation between the 
received signal and the predetermined reference signal is not detected and in which the 
shift to the reception state is determined only by detecting a received signal power level 
not less than a predetermined value, as specified in independent claim 18. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NGUYEN VO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7901 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nguyen Vol 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 



